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Hon. A. H. DAILEY : 
Dear Sir—We. the undersigned, members and friends of the Church 4 ۱ 
New Spiritual Dispensation, believe that it is due to us, as believers | ٦ 8 
Spiritualism, that a deliberate answer should be made to the sermon (so call 
of the Rev. Dr. Talmage, delivered on Sunday, April 27th. We would n not 7 
(and we are sure you would not) to meet it in the same spirit that it ۳ as 0 
ered by this reverend defamer ; but as the reverend gentleman has expressed 
earnest wish ““to gather up all the raps Spiritualists had ever Ì 1 : 
spirits, blessed or damned, and place them on the heads of Spiritu: ول‎ 
thundering rap of annihilation,” we would have you give him 9 
dering raps of facts that we know you possess, if not to his annihilatioi 
to teach the gentleman that he had better inform himself about the ۰ 
itualism before he attempts to teach an intelligent audience in the oi cit 
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Mr. President and Ladies and Gentlemen : 


For many years the Rev. T. DeWitt Talmage has occupied a phenomenal posi- - 
tion in the religious world, drawing large congregations and a correspon ling - 
salary. From a small beginning his congregations have grown, and now they 
are among the largest in the land. Wealth, aristocracy—imaginary and real— 
Ẳ refinement and culture, as well as good music. have for some time been found 
hà at the Tabernacle ; but the central figure, the moving spirit, the magnet around 
۱ which all these cluster is Mr. Talmage. Ihave not yet spoken of the curious 
people who go there, as they go to the shows and dime museums; as they also go 
to the theatres and great gatherings where our statesmen speak, and where Mr. 
Ingersoll lectures. Nor have I spoken of the intelligent and ignorant people 
who go there. There are very subtle distinctions which society makes in its 
own ranks. The ignorant go to be enlightened, and when I speak of the igno- 
rant I do not mean it in an offensive sense. They go in large numbers and they 
permeate the class representing intelligence, wealth, aristocracy, culture and re- 
finement. I have not seen a man who is not ignorant on some subjects, and it 
issometimes upon subjects about which he talks the most. Genius is always 
admired, and Mr. Talmage, in a certain respect, isa genius. People say he is 
odd, which may mean almost anything peculiar. Original modes of expressing old 
thoughts, old doctrines, old ideas, are very interesting, because the mind loves 
variety, in fact, it is essential to its good health. “Old Hundred” is an old tune 
with which we are all familiar, as we are with '* Home, Sweet Home,” or ۶۰ The 
Star Spangled Banner.” We tire finally of hearing these played or sung over ۰ 
and over again. They may become monotonous, and like other things, finally a — 
decided bore. That man is the greatest musical genius who can play them the 
most and keep up an interest the longest, and to do it he goes into the variations 
and delights his hearers by his sagacity and skill in wandering inthe realm of ~ 
sound with quaver and semi-quaver here and there, and vaulting from one note 
to another, he occasionally drops down to the original, just to let you know that Æ 
he has the thread still in view, and with those few notes of the air you hear “Old 
Hundred” with the variations. Mr. Talmage is like some other clergymen, . 
skillful in giving to his hearers orthodox discourses with gyrations and variations, تک‎ 
and when you remember that orthodoxy consists in accepting what is known as ~ 
the so called Holy Bible as the sum totul of all that is known and ever can be کہ‎ 
known by mortals of the creation and origin of man, of his relations to God and _ 
nature, as being all that man can know of the future, and of the relations of the _ 
spiritual world to this world, you will at once comprehend that to keep awake _ 
an interest in such limited fields for discourse, anything and everything that can - 
be invented-must be resorted to. The bass viol, the organ, the flute, the violin 
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and cornet, join in choral anthems. All of these things go into the costly edifices - 
where the light of heaven comes in, in varied hues through colored glass. With — 
this the Lord is supposed to be pleased, and with the strains of sweet music His - 
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and mercy on man, Jesus is invoked to keep his promise and to return to earth 
and reign a thousand years. The story of the cross is told over and over again 

and God is thanked for having begotten His Son Jesus and for having sent Him 
into this world to suffer and be put to death as a sacrifice for our sins, and to ap. 
pease his own anger and satisfy the ends of justice. A great deal of time js 
spent in telling God how good he was to do this, and in uttering praise to Him 
for all we have and enjoy, as if God did not know our hearts, and as if He could 

be moved by the flattery of men. A great deal of time is spent in telling God 
how mean man is; how much we are like sheep which have got over the fence 
where the grass is greener, and the water is purer; and God is invoked to gave 

us from the devil, as if, like a hungry wolf, he is waiting for a fresh lamb; and 
we are then taught that all human suffering,even death, came into the world sim- 
ply because the first man and first woman ate apples which grew in the orchard 
where God put them, which God said were unhealthful food and man must not 
eat, but which the devil said were splendid fruit, the very best for man in the 
whole garden. Iam not here this evening for the purpose of demonstrating the 
idiocy of such teachings to this audience, except in a general way to say, that to 
keep men. women and children, who are growing to be men and women as use. 
ful subjects for the purpose of tribute, as tools for cunning and designing relig- 
ious teachers you will find Mr. Talmage and others of his stamp always consist. 
ent. He plays, sings and preaches the old, old story in tune, verse and sermon, " 
with just those variations and silly hits as please a class of ignorant persons, and 
at its close this man’s life will have been full of fat things; and 1 am not s0 
prejudiced as to say that he will not say, do and lead his hearers to say and do 
much that is good. But this I do say. such men never advance the standard of 
truth. They leave it just where they found it. They found ıt just where it was . 
placed by Calvin andeLuther. hundreds of years ago. They enlarged the theo- 
logical area from the work of Pagan Rome and the immediate successors of St, 
Peter to the limitations and boundaries of their own conceptions, narrow indeed, 
but larger than the Popes’. Orthodoxy, Romanism and Judaism, all had their 
foundations in so-called Paganism ; and the sacrifices of the Jews to God were . 
but the same things made to the sun. : 4 

The world is moving, and men are moving the forces in nature for the uses i 

and purposes of man and in amazing strides. The first fruit of man’s research — 
proves, and I say it not irreverently, one of two things, either man has been lying . 
about God or God has been lying to man. Now, I say, and I say it reverently, that آ‎ 
God has never told a lie; He never will. God is the Great Truth in all nature, | 
and nature is God’s open book, and He has opened that for His children to read, | 
and they must read it forever. He who does not read that book gets allhis | 
knowledge at the retail shops, and the Tabernacle is just where the religious | 
mixtures, the oleomargarine of theology, is given out as God’s spiritual food j 
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ks ago, Mr. Talmage gave out that ‘‘Spiritualism as a myth ) 
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world to this.” He says he ‘* does not know but that some time there may be 
opplete, constant and unmistakable lines of communication open between this 
orld and the next. To unlatch the door all the fingers of superstition are kept 
pusy” This is the first time I ever heard of the ‘‘ fingers of superstition. Su- 
erstition is born of ignorance; it is a belief in the unreal, and if it shall turn out, 
۶ it surely will, that the cardinal principles of Mr. Talmage 4 orthodoxy are 
unded on superstition, then, that which he calls superstition, is a belief in 
مرن‎ real, made manifest to every sense which we, as human beings possess, of 
which he is profoundly ignorant, because he has bound himself up in supersti- 


on, refuses to acknowledge the truth ; why, then we shall find him in this, as 
in the rest of his discourse, utterly at fault. For a religious teacher that is very 
bad. 


Now, spiritua 


5 


lism is before the people for investigation as to its claims, de- 
manding that its assailants either investigate or cease to bear false witness against 
i, lassert that spiritualism alone stands against all superstition upon the one 
hand, and atheism on the other, and claims to show that there is not now, nev- 
er was, and never will be anything unnatural. It is absolutely destructive of su- 

erstition, because it demonstrates and shows that for every effect brought home 
human consciousness, there is a simultaneous cause in nature. Men discourse 
with an air of great wisdom about science and philosophy ; what they will map 
mt and show, Science and philosophy map out and show nothing. It is that 
which surrounds us and takes place, of which we become conscious, that en- 
ables us to draw conclusions and make deductions, as these things are impressed 
npon the mind, Man is all there is of science and philosophy that can be of ser- 
vice. Mr. Talmage talks as if science would do wonders ; but the man who fin- 
gers the keys by which the forces around us are made to unlock their mysteries 
isa great benefactor, until he comes to that domain especially reserved for the 
church and Mr. Talmage, then he wants °“ to rap” the man on the head. The man 
is dispelling the superstition by which Mr. Talmage maintains his hold upon the 
people through their superstitious fear. On the other hand, spiritualism destroys 
infidelity in the existence of man after this sphere of life closes. That is one of 
thelegitimate fruits of the tree of spiritualism which Mr. Talmage designates as 
the very worst tree in the orchard of necromancy. I challenge Mr. Talmage and 
every clergyman in the United States to bring home to the knowledge of one in- 
fidel, the fact of the immortality of the soul of man without the aid of what is 
known as Modern Spirituahsm. And I assert that there are thousands of clergy- 
men who are hungering for that knowledge, and there are thousands of others 
who have attained it secretly, quietly. and just as fast as they dare, leave the 
haunts of superstition and break the bread of truth,—I say Truth /一 to their peo- 
ple, they are doing it. I have had many clergymen tell me that they had a sort 
of faith in what they preached, but they had no knowledge of its truth. That 
they hoped we spiritualists would be able to prove to the world the immortality 
of the soul of man. Oh. yes, my friends, they are getting ready to go with their 
congregations, and their congregations are getting ready to go with them ; they are 
like bashful lovers—afraid to speak of that which most interests them both. | 

As a sample of this kind of teaching, from a clergyman who does tell the truth, - 
Iread an extract or two from the sermon of Rev. Minot J. Savage, of Trinity 
Church, Boston, preached last Easter Sunday. After reiterating the evidence of 
the immortality of the soul collected in the Bible and New Testament, of what 
the Buddhists and Mohammedans say, he says he “ must frankly admit they do 
not furnish the required evidence.” He says: “The church does not help us in 
hismatter, for all her Easter ceremonials, and even th» date itself are older than 
Christianity. and are palpably borrowed from pagan sources. On such testimony 
then, as the New Testament furnishes us for فو و وی رب‎ a claim asthe reap- 


arance of Jesus, no modern court would convict a criminal of petit larceny. A 


ousand times more evidence in favor of spirit return. in the modern world.is of- 


“a us by the despised and outcast body of s iritualists. And yet thousands be- 
vean alleged fact 1,851 years old, while rejecting a good deal better testimony for 
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alleged facts on the part of their next door neighbors.” Again he says: “ For 
this ancient story of the resurrection of Jesus we have no satisfactory evidence, 
Do you want such evidence? I most certainly do.” In another part of his ser- 
mon, this clergyman, who is breaking the shackles of superstition, and demand- 
ing proof in the place of faith, says: ‘‘ But 1 want to live, and labor, and think, 
and love. What will the world be in a thousand years? I want to know, and to 
help on, if I may, in whatever sphere the process of evolution. I want to travel 
this wondrous universe, explore its deeps, and stand on its light-crowned heights, 
* * I want to climb and see if the mystery resolves itself, and so find the key 
to this great enigma of life. Then let us address ourselves anew to the problem, 
It is 1,851 years since the alleged reappearance of Jesus. How stands the matter 
to-day? Though the church claims that Jesus was God, and that he came on 
purpose to establish a divine kingdom among men, only a small part of the 
human race knows anything about him, and buta fraction of even this small part 
accepts the claims that are made in his behalf. From the church’s standpoint it 
looks dreadfully like a disastrous failure. The average Christian seems but half 
in earnest about it. Paul says: ‘Todie is gain, and to depart and be with 
Christ is far better than to live.’ But church members to-day do not at all act as 
though they really believe it. Very little is the apparent consolation they find 
in the hour of death. With crane on their door, they wail over going to heaven 
as though it were the last great disaster that crowns with gloom a Christian’s life, 
I think it will be the honest testimony of both doctors and ministers that the 
Christian dies no more peacefully than other men. I have just learned that my 
old father of 90, after more than 70 years of active work, as an orthodox church 
member, is now mourning by the day, over the fear of going to hell. “ Miserable 
comforters are ye all,’ we may well say of this great promising group of orthodox 
doctrines that claim to speak for God.” 

Those, my friends, were the words of a clergyman to his people on last Easter 
Sunday. 

With this frank admission of the utter failure of Christian orthodoxy to satisfy 
the longings of the human soul for life, up rises Mr. Talmage and says that 
“Spiritualism takes advantage of people when they are weak and morbid with 
trouble. We lose a friend, the house is dark, the world ìs dark. and the future 
seems dark. If we had, in our rebellion and in our weakness, the power to 
marshal a host and recapture our loved one from the next world. we would mar- 
shal the host. Oh! how we long to speak to the dead. Spiritualism comes in 
and says to us when we are all worn out; ‘Now we will open the door; take your 
places around the table.’ We sit down. We begin to shiver and feel queer. 
After waiting 40 minutes the table begins to quiver. ‘Johnny isit you? Two 
raps, ‘Yes.’ ‘Are you happy? Two raps, ` Yes.’” Then, with a leap forward, 


the reverend gentleman shouted, ‘‘ Every time you sit arpund a table and invoke . 


the spirits of the departed you strike Gol square in the face.” Well, my friends, 
this is a terrible condition of affairs. If this is true, the God of Mr. Talmage is 
getting his face slapped pretty often: It is getting dangerous for him to come 
into the homes of our most respected citizens. Does Mr. Talmage suppose that 
anybody but an idiot can be influenced by such expressions? Does he present to 


the world a conception of a very dignified God, who is being constantly struck in 
the face because his children love each other and seek for some evidence, even at - 


the family table, that their departed ones still live, and can even imperfectly con- 
vey their messages of love? Mr. Talmage admits he cannot give them any con- 


solation, by the very picture of the desolation he has shown death to have made. | 
Is it, or is it not, contemptible and beneath true Christianity for this impotent — 
man to ridicule and despise the methods and means which God has given, if he - 


ever gave anything to man, by which human sorrow can be assuaged ; by which 


the mourner can be comforted; by which truth may be established; by which . 
the fond mother may know that her noble boy, whom death snatched away be- 
fore he had been ''taken in” at the church of Mr. Talmage. is not roasting in an - 
orthodox hell, according to the established creeds of the Church, but lives, and 





۹ - 一 一 
_ —_—_——. ———e—=. ¬———. 


- سم a 9S‏ مم 



















7 


jis his mother so, in a state of consciousness, where love and affection die 
Fi and that over her he will stand with watchful eyes and loving heart, whis- 
‘oring in her ears words of cheer; counsel and love, until she, too, shall rise in 
rightness and glory not from the grave, but from the mortal form which her 
„ulhas tenanted? Mr, Talmage, after saying that the tree of spiritualism is the 
„ost tree in the garden of necromancy, says he concludes this by its fruits. He 
ays to his hearers, if they wish to consult any one to come to him, ‘‘Ah! there's 
thê rub.” It 1s the old, old story, history repeating itself. The priests among the 
jews and certain seers made it a death penalty to consult any one but themselves. 
they made laws and told the ignorant people God did it. They hunted the me- 
jjums, whom they called persons having familiar spirits, out of the land, putting 
them to death. There were chosen ones, however, upon whom the favor of the 
ord fell, so they said, and to them they could come with their gifts and consult 
about the affairs of this life. Pious old Samuel fairly reeked with human gore. 
Read the vengeance he meted out to the Amalekites at the hands of Saul, in the 
syth chapter of 1st Samuel; and a little preceding, how Saul went with his ser- 
rant to consult this man of God as to where his father’s asses had strayed, aud 
how he took something to pay him for this divine service; and how God had 
pen talking in Samuel’s ear about Saul coming. A little bit of clairaudience, no 
more remarkable than occurs in this city, yes, in my own home every day of my 
life, with this difference, I do not pay for the instructions I get nor for the mes- 
sages 01 love given me, 

let us here consider this man’s opening admission, ‘‘ we are surrounded by 
mystery. There are so many sounds and appearances which defy investigation, 
Which approximate the spectral.” He thinks science will map out this great un- 
explored realm, He then admits that there are communications between this 
yorld and the next; spirits from here going over and those from the other 
coming back, and the walls between the two worlds are very thin. He follows 
this by saying that ۰ک‎ modern spiritualism has never offered a reasonable creden- 
tial showing a spirits return, and that the post office which it has established 
between the next world and this is another Star Route post office, kept up at a 
vast expense, Without having delivered one letter from the other world to this.” 
Such language uttered in such a place, a place called the sanctuary of God, 
of supposed freedom from uncharitable motives. in the presence of thousands _ 
and carried to the knowledge of millions elsewhere who know it to be utterly 
false, Justly arouses indignation, and men stop and ask, ‘‘is the man ignorant or 
ishe wilfully untruthful?” He says he is not ignorant, that he is well posted 
in all that is going on, and that the tree of spiritualism is the worst tree in the 
orchard. When a man gives his opinion upon the subject of spiritualism based 
upon some knowledge, he exercises a divine right, which is a human right; but 
when a man asserts positively that to be true or untrue of which he has no know- 
ledge, he is not a truthful man, and the more prominently he asserts it the greater 
ishis sin, for he is a falsifier before a great number of people. Mr. Talmage 
does not and cannot know all that 1s going on in spiritualism. It is not given 
him to know all, and when he assumes to know that there is not one well authen- 
ticated case of communion between this world and the next, that not one letter 
has ever been delivered, he knows he is placing himself face to face in flat contra- | 
diction to millions of intelligent and truthful men, women and children who 
know that what he says is utterly untrue. When Mr. Talmage said, as he did, 
that there was not one thing ever done through the instrumentality of mediums 
but it could be and had been duplicated by jugglers and necromancers, and that 
they were all frauds—in every instance had been proven to be a fraud—he uttered 
à vile slander against thousands and thousands of the purest and best men, 
women and children in our land, and a vile insult to that innumerable 
wst which he admits are so near to us. He insults every spirit which 


‘ut every manifestation they make to prove to the world the immortality of the 
wul, Mr, Talmage asserts as false what | 


i 


attempts to bear a message of truth and love to mortals. He stamps as fraudu- 


ow to be true, for he admitted at 
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the outset that there is spirit communion between the two worlds. Here, then, 
I challenge him and the clergy of the city of Brooklyn, to meet us face to face 
in the Tabernacle or any other public place, and answer the sworn testimony of 
hundreds of respectable citizens whom we will summon to bear witness that 
they have both seen and spoken to the spirits of their departed friends, and have 
been answered in return. We will go before the congregation of the Tabernacle, 
in the presence of Mr. Talmage, and place among his people a seer whose Vision 
is as clear and hearing is as acute as that of any of the old prophets, who were, 
the Bible says, aforetime called seers, and that seer will describe the spirits 
present so that the most skeptical of his congregation, if they will admit the 
truth—and they will if they are not too much demoralized by the teachings of 
Mr. Talmage—from description recognize their own friends, and incidents of 
their lives will be given them, and matters and things of which they are ignor- 
ant will be told them by those spirits, that their truthfulness and identity may 
be established. If those things can be done by any other person than a seer and 
if they can be explained as being untrue, Mr. Talmage will be doing humanity 
the greatest service of his life to accept this challenge at once, 

We challenge him and a committee of clergymen whom the clergy of this city 
may appoint, to witness and explain upon any other theory than as the work of 
an invisible intelligence, the phenomena of independent slate writing. to be pro- 
duced in their presence in the open light of day. Ichallenge him:and any and 
every sleight-of-hand man to duplicate it except through the spirit of a departed 
human being. I stand here to-night and say that in my presence, and in the 
presence of several other persons, I have taken my own slates, and putting them 
together and a small pencil between them, I have placed them on a table under 
my arm, with no other mortal in contact with that slate, and in the presence of 
Henry Slade. with the sun gleaming in through open windows, I heard that pen- 
cil write, and, opening those slates, we found two communications written which 
I have here to-night, one from my father, signed wih his full name, and one 
from my wife's sister, signed with hers. And we can both solemnly aver that 
Henry Slade to our knowledge knew nothing of our family affairs or relations. 


And at the same time a chair standing remote from us all, leaped up from the. 


floor without visible hands touching it, and at our request a hand, fully materi- 
alized, with no visible arm to support it, was darted up from the table and was 
placed upon my person. I defy Mr. Talmage or any other man of himself to pro- 
duce these astounding things. Science had better '* map it out” and explain it. 

About five years ago Hiram Sibley, one of the wealthiest men now living in 
the city of Rochester, was investigating modern Spiritualism in the presence of 
medium Watkins, when the phenomena of independent slate writing, under such 
conditions as I have stated, was produced. He thought it was some mysterious 
trick. and offered Watkins $1,000 to explain it to him. with the solemn promise 
not to divulge the secret. Poor Watkins wanted money, but answered, “I can. 
only say it is not me, it is a spirit writing.” Not content with that, Sibley adver- 
tised in a Rochester daily paper for a long time, a standing offer of $5.000, to be 
paid to any person who could produce. under similar couditions, such writing, 
and ii in huw it was done, the secret not to be divulged. 

The attempt was never made, and Mr. Talmaye’s necromancers never tried for 
the $5,000, and what is more, you cannot get one of those sleight-of-hand men to 
attempt it. 


In common with many others, I have seen materializations in the light from — 


no cabinet, but »t my side, where I could place my hands upon the misty sub- 
tance as it gathered over the spirit form. I clearly saw it become the form of a 


human being. It then disappeared, and again reappeared with the rapidity of - 


lightning. 


| have held the hands of a medium, and at the same time from the medium . 


mit d to come other hands, which were large and small ; some were the hands 
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ittle children, some of grown persons, which were placed upon my head, pate 
ting my face, as 1 called by name the spirits of my loved ones, whom I knew 0 
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here, for the clairvoyant eyes of others described them to me. Some hands 
۴۰ 9 * 


° e warm as if in life, some were as cold as clay. I will here challenge Mr. 
1 nage again, to appoint an impartial committee, of which he shall be one, to 

I 4 circle, where the hands of the medium may be held, with no cabinet 
a tever, and explain the intelligent forces there manifested, and if he wants a 
ap over the head from a materialized hand, he will very likely get one, and one 
chịch may be very convincing to him, and improve his bump of veracity. The 
pest intellects in this and other lands have investigated these things and found 

om true. 

sự” Lake Pleasant, last Summer, I attended one of Mrs. Maud E. Lord’s dark 
circles, and during the sitting a voice spoke as if from the ceiling, saying: “A 
mighty earthquake is forming under the islands of the seas, great disturbance 
l and loss of life. There will be terrible cyclones and convulsions of nature for the 





next three or four years, and beware of pestilence !” Over twenty persons 
present heard that strange, unnatural voice. Two days after came the fearful 
verification of that prediction of the earthquake, when the Island of Java was 
shaken to the center, and the bottom of the ocean did rise to the surface, and 
lạnd sunk in the sea and thousands upon thousands of human beings perished. - 

As to the devastations by cyclones you all know the fearful wreck they have 

made, A few months ago Newton S. Otis was taken sick, complaining of pains 

in his head, and at times he was insane. A lady, whose name I will not mention, 
not a professional medium, said to others and to me, “ Mr. Otis will die ; I can 
ge his brain, and on the side of his brain is a dark substance; when the blood 
rushes up, he is insensible, when it recedes he is rational. He will die.” The 
doctor attending did not believe it. Soon after, a little child. whose name I can 
give, saw the same thing. and said he would die, and die he did ; and an autopsy 
proved the correctness of the diagnosis, These mediums can diagnose disease 
when the doctors fail, and some of our very best physicians are using them for 
this noble purpose. I state what 1 do know, for I have it from the lips of the 
physicians themselves. Perhaps this is bad-fruit! Mr. Talmage would deprive 
suffering mortals in their sickness of the benefit of our clairvoyant physicians, 
because his Bible is his God, and it is not authorized. 

Inow turn to Mr. Talmage’s further objection, that the spirits use bad grammar, 
bad orthography, and thus show they are not the persons they represent, that 
hence the mediums are frauds. This is an old argument, and again illustrates 
Mr, Talmage's ignorance of the laws governing what is known as spirit control. 
let me here briefly explain this law for the benefit of those who are not familiar 
with it. You have perhaps stood beside the bed of a dying person, and unless 
you were clairvoyant you did not see the spirit leave the body and yet 
you knew it had gone, for you saw the lifeless clay of your friend, and 
you were no longer conscious of his presence. If you look into the heavens you - 
see nothing but the apparently empty air, and yet you do not know that the 
heavens are not full of spiritual substances. As you are now constituted, with 
the spirit encased within a tenement of clay, which is the mortal body, your 


inmediate death of the body. The spirit wakes to a new consciousness. Then 
the man for the first time fully realizes that he has been of a dual nature, and 
has emerged from a shell, and that that old shell, his body, blinded his sight, 
deafened his ears, and stunted every sense of his nature. He finds he has a 
spiritual body, either dark or bright. according to the moral and spiritual develop- 


alm, A bad man is a dark spirit, and there is nothing more hideous to a bad 
man than the consciousness that his moral deformities are unmasked, uncovered, 
ani cannot be concealed, Tne spirit finds that in this new condition of his life, 
that which was substance before to him has ceased to be such, and the ethereal 
tkies above and around him are no longer yaa space, but full of hfe, and 
more real to him now than the misty i ron : 
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spirit is growing, ripening for another birth, anew resurrection, which causes the © 


ment that has taken place in his own soul, preceding his advent into the spiritual - 


earth 0 ich he has risen. He finds ہ‎ 
lat laws which he knew not of are now sensibly felt, and he approaches earth ing 
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he died. He sees not its walls, nor can he see the forms of his friends as they 
move quietly around the lifeless form that once was his. The spirit is led, per- 
haps to a little child, and is told to enter the aura of that child. He at once finds 
that he has become en rapport with a mortal, and through the eyes of that mor. 
tal he is again conscious of earthly surroundings. He sees through borrowed 
eyes the scenes of his former habitation. He sees his friends weeping because 
he is dead ; he rushes to his heart-broken wife and throws his arms around her, 
but she feels them not. He shouts in her ears that he is living, but his voice she 
hears not through the thick wall of flesh which deadens her senses. He hears 
with borrowed ears, and feels material substances of earth only through the 
faculties of mortals. He moves by the sense of will. Thoughts become lan- 
guage understood of spirits. How can be give his thoughts to mortals? 1s there 
no way? He is then taught that while he cannot be heard, that he can find some 
sensitive person, whom we call mediumistic, upon whose mind or brain he may 
impress his own thought, and the effort is made. 1t may be some poor, unlettered 
person, whose education was neglected, who has small powers of language, no 
power to recall names ; and by repeated efforts the spirit out of the body sue 
ceeds in mesmerising the spirit of this person in the body, just as 
you have seen one person mesmerise another until the person who 


۱ LO 
under the guidance of an experienced spirit guide, and enters the house where 


was mesmerised becomes the mere instrument, the mouth-piece of 
the other. The spirit now tries to give its perhaps great thoughts 
through this poor instrument to his friends. The brain of the medium imperfect- 
ly responds to the effort, and cannot be thrown out of its accustomed manner of 
expressing its own thoughts, and it uses its own language, ungrammatical and 
mispronounced words, to the great dismay of the more intelligent spirit, and 
skeptical persons condemn the poor medium as a fraud and liar. The same re- 
sults are liable to follow every form of manifestation the spirits adopt to commu- 
nicate with mortals. Therefore you will see in these words of explanation how 
very important it is to have as perfect an instrument as possible for the use of 
the spiritual world. Therefore it is that mediums of varied gifts are developed 
who excel as Paul declares, in the various phases of mediumship. Through 
some is the gift of what Paul seems to regard as the working of miracles, which 
is the production of results without any apparent cause, like the passing of mat- 
ter through matter, the raps, the ringing of bells without any visible hands, as Mr. 
Talmage with astonishing wit says; ** is before dinner is ready.” These revela- 
tions open up to us a world of knowledge of which Mr. Talmage is profoundly ig- 
norant, or assumes to be. Mr. Beecher 1s not altogether ignorant of these laws. 
Here we havea knowledge of bow sudden thoughts are flashed in upon the mind, 
Weare taught by this, how good spirits cluster around good men and good 
women and children, to influence them for good ; how they become ministering 


spirits, according to the New Testament, without Mr. Talmage knowing anything _ 

of their methods or who they are. Weare taught, and here have from the posi- - 
tive assurance of reliable spirits, that the only devils they have ever seen are the _ 
dark and malign spirits of bad men and bad women; we here learn how these 
depraved creatures lay hold upon men and women of passion, of sensual habits | 
and desires, and impel them from step to step in vice, crime and immorality ; we ۰. 
here learn how it was possible for one woman to be possessed of seven evil spirits; 
and time and time again have these wretched beings been delivered from horrid E 
obsession through the good offices of some pure medium and her spirit friends, | 
thus performing the same offices that Jesus did to those obsessed in His day. We | 
here learn that like calls for like. A man draws in his wake a great host as good ٥ 
or bad as himself. A man who fabricates on Sunday and maligns his neighbors = | 
has bad spiritual influence around him, and if he wishes ‘‘to rap the whole body | 
of Spiritualists with one thundering rap into annihilation,” he is evidently en = | 
rapport with malign influences and dark spirits. He will by-and-by wakeup, _ 

and to his dismay find he cannot shirk the burthen of his sins and throw them - 


as a good many wicked people expect to do, on the back of poor Jesus. Let 
۱ OT a AE 


۰ 
4 
8: 
4 


1 كك يلغ 
کر b‏ 





| Pt. 
۱ i بش ی 3 جو ار‎ 





ee T‏ ہی 


- 
27 
is A .و‎ 


0 


: 


ri می‎ 
۷ 4 


۳ ۲ 
= ‘ere ۳ È: 
jot ل یں‎ ee 















Å 














1 


mber that “whom the gods would destroy they first make mad.” The 1 
ص‎ tọ are the familiar spirits of bad men, If Mr. Talmage supposes he is not 
f0 py familiar spirits who influence his actions, he is very much deluded, and 
W hows how utterly futile it is for a man occupying his position, to attempt an 
ult upon people who can teach him his al phubet in spiritual truths. 7 l 
nhẹ next charge of Mr. Talmage which I desire to answer, is ۰۶ that spiritualism 
„destructive to the nervous system ; that he never saw a healthy confirmed spir- 
5 : that spiritualism is the first stage of epilepsy or catalepsy ; that it turns 
the brain and ends in insanity ; that from Bangor to San Francisco the asylums 
for insane are filled with men and women who have become demented by spirit- 
plim.” This serious and dangerous charge would be more damaging if some one 
sides Mr. Talmage had made it. Itis unfortunate for even him, that he has 
peated this groundless slander, so often made in the interest of our enemies. 
This charge has been so frequently made that Dr. Eugene Crowell, a very influ- 
mtial citizen here, in the year 1877, addressed a letter to the various institutions 
for the insane in the United States, asking three questions: First, the number of 
patients admitted and treated during the preceding year? Second, in how many 
میں‎ was the insanity ascribed to religious excitement? Third, in how many 
ass caused by spiritualism? In answer to these questions Dr. Crowell received 
reports trom 58 institutions, from all parts of the country. The analysis shows 
ssfollows: The whole number of patients in all these institutions for the year pre- 
eding was 23,828. The whole number from religious excitement was 412. The 
whole number from spiritualism was 59, There were at that time in the United 
States 87 asylums. Answers were not obtained from all. Assuming as a fair 
alculation from the reports from others that there were 30,000 insane persons in 
these various institutions, and on the basis of the figures given, there should be 
i) insane persons from religious excitement, and 76 from spiritualism ; so that 
ye find there are 7 inmates insane from religious excitement for every 1 insane 
from spiritualism—not one for each institution. This record was obtained by Dr. 
Crowell, because Dr. L. S. Forbes Winslow, of London, had said “this form of 
delusion is very prevalent in America, and the asylums contain many of its vic- 
tims, nearly ten thousand persons having gone insane on the subject are confined 
inthe public asylums in the United States ;” and because Rev, Dr. Talmage 
of Brooklyn, had said, ۶۰ There is not an asylum from Maine to Texas which does 
not contain victims of spiritualism;” and actual statistics show that out of the 8 
which reported to Dr. Crowell there were 28 which did not contain within their ۔‎ 
walls one Inmate insane from spiritualism. You here have these reverend de- 
famers proved to be vile slanderers, wilful falsifiers of the facts ;for this report 
of Dr. Crowell’s has been widely published, and undoubtedly brought to the no- 
tice of Mr, Talmage, and if it was not it was no excuse for him, fora man who 
aserts ما‎ be true against his neighbor that of which he knows nothing is a wilful 
lefamer, There is no excuse for him; the truth is not in him. These things _ 
have been said of spiritualists so many times, originating in the pulpit and re-. 
peated in the press, it is our duty to drag these clerical culprits into the light and 
lay bare the enormity of their crimes to their own people. They stand where the 
Scribesand Pharisees stood—persecutors and traducers—and it may well be said 
0Ísueh, as Jesus said of them of old, ‘‘ Woe, unto you, Scribes and Pharisees, 
lypocrites, for you make clean the outside of the cup and the platter, but within 
they are full of extortion and excess. Woe, unto you, Scribes and Pharisees, 

ypocrites, for you are like whitened sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful 
0\tward, but are within full of dead men’s bones, and of all uncleanliness.” 

But lam not yet done with this insanity subject. It is estimated that there 
‘te from 5,000,000 to 10.000.000 spiritualists in the United States. Let us assume 
that there are but 2,000,000 ; at that rate we are entitled to have 1,333 insane 
om spiritualism in the asylums, and we have only 76. Thus we are taxed to 
‘Uport these institutions without a fair representation, Mr. Talmage goes on 
"lth his scarecrow at the Tabernacle, bur ks sweet incense of td cam and - 

nary, and shouting out what God thinks of spiritualism. He fills the minds . 
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of his hearers with horrid fears and pictures of a burning hell, where those whg 
do not rush into the church and be saved will roast and roast, and groan and 
burn forever. Mr. Talmage anticipates a front seat and will enjoy the scene 
and shout and praise God and the Lamb for His great goodness and mercy, and 
for this impressive exhibition of God’s justice. Why, my friends, it is this exe. 
crable doctrine that drives men crazy; a great religious revival is always fol- 
lowed by a fresh crop of lunatics for the asylums. Mr. Chairman, if we are to 
tax our liquor dealers for selling liquor, in the interest of the pauperism they 
cause, why not tax the dealers in orthodoxy in the interest of the lunatics they 
make? The saddest of earthly wrecks are those in our asylums wailing with un- 
ceasing lamentation over the horrid belief that their souls are lost, and a yawn- 
ing hell is before them. 

From various exciting causes people become insane ; from over-joy or too deep 
thought upon any absorbing subject. The general tendency of spiritualism is to 
lessen the occurrence of insanity by a knowledge of spiritual truths. It proves to 
the minds of men a great natural theology, and destroys the horrid uncertainty 
hanging upon their minds like a hideous nightmare as to the great future that 
awaits them in the spiritual world. I had an aunt who grieved to the day of her 
death, running tnrough a period of eighteen years, because her noble boy had 
died without being converted. He had been a true and dutiful son, and in the 
very maturity of his manhood died. His life had been full of good deeds which 
stood to his credit, but he had no deposit in the bank of orthodoxy where she 
kept her accounts. So, of course, his drafts were not honored by God, and he - 
sunk to hell. Oh! my friends, that young man has been back to me many times 
since I became a spiritualist, and Jaughed at the folly of such a delusive doc- 
trine. Not long ago he came, leading the spirit of his old mother, whom he was 
trying to recover from the effects of the fearful delusion she lived under until it " 
was worn into her very soul. People who live and die under the delusion that 
Jesus will be standing with open arms waiting to clasp them to his bosom and 
who will present them toa personal God, will find themselves woefully disap- 
pointed. They will look back at the hours wasted in useless supplications for 
mercy at the foot of an imaginary throne, with an imaginary God sitting upon it. 
What will be the condition of those men who know better and still keep up the 
delusion, and draw their sustenance from the deluded victims of so vile a theolo- _ 
gy? That there have been a few persons who were firm believers in orthodoxy ہہ‎ 
who have been made insane by spiritualism I can readily believe. It comes from _. 
the stunning blow, the tremendous shock the man receives when the great truth . 
bursts in upon him. The teachings of his whole life have become a part of his . 
nature, and the breaking of the fearful tension so long felt sometimes may unseat - 
his reason by the great mental reaction. Like the slave released from his bond- __ 
age, he exults in his consciousness of new-born freedom, and if, in such a case,  - 
insanity comes, at whose door is the sin? Is it the fault of the truths of spirit- 
ualism, or of the hellish creeds of the church instilled into the soul of the poor . 
victim by orthodoxy and these great expounders of creeds? The religious wars _ 
and wars for the redemption of the Holy Land, led on by fanatical men, have 
filled many a land with blood. God grant that the coming generations may be _ 
freer from those causes which produce such direful effects upon the human _ 
mind. 0 
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„g people from delusions to the knowledge of eternal truths is the noblest, most 
ذا‎ calling possible to human beings. Mediumship, properly used, is not de- 
active to health, but is often conducive toit, The old prophets and Jesus 
fasted to enable their faculties to be the more readily used for the transmission 
{thought from the angel world. They teach us how to live, and if spiritualists 
„re not as gross in appearance as would please Mr. Talmage, it does not follow 
hat our temperance impairs our health. I have often been amused at the 
„prised looks of some misinformed persons when they came to our 
shurch, They were astonished to find after all, that spiritualists looked like 
other people, and I have always noticed that those people have continued to come 
pour meetings. My friends, spiritualists are as robust and healthy as any class 
of people in this city. They study and know more of the laws of health and try 
to obey them. 

Another and the vilest of his slanders is to the effect that spiritual doctrines 
encourage immorality and are subversive of the marital relations. I will here 
read a few sections from our manual which declare our position upon this subject : 


8. FREEDOM. 


“That Freedom isthe birthright of every soul, and the indispensable condition of the 
highest progress, purity and perfection ; yet that true freedom is neither anarchy nor license, 
put implies restraint from all infringement on the rightful freedom and w. lfare of others; 


pence that fidelity in the monogamic marriage, and chastity in all relations, are duties of the 
highest obligation. 


9 AWARDS. 


“That all wrong doings, as well as right actions, tend to produce sooner or later their le-, 
yitimate results of suffering or joy, by the operation of divine laws inherent in our constitu- 
tions, physical and spiritual ; and hence that happiness or suffering, in this life or that which 


jg to come, is not the arbitrary award of a capricious deity, but the necessary consequence 
of individual action and spiritual condition. 


[ have seen a vast amount of unhappiness growing out of the violation of the 
marital relation among all religious sects. No more among spiritualists than amon; 
other denominations. There is a wide difference of opinion among people of all 
denominations as to what cause shall be sufficient for a divorce. For my own 
part, I believe it to be the duty of every husband and wife to bear with each 
other, and do the best they can to live in harmony, and rear their children to re- 
spectand love their parents. But in every instance, the limit beyond which one 
shall not endure or suffer from another, is very hard to determine. I believe it 
to bea sin and a crime for a pure, sensitive woman to live and cohabit with an 
iredeemably besotted brute of a man at the peril of her life. I believe, and 
spiritualism teaches, that a large number of persons are totally unfit toenter the 
marital relation. They are tainted with disease, and pre-natal conditions have 
made them criminals from their birth ; and to entail those diseases and propen- 
sities upon the human race, isa crime against natural law; and such persons 
should not be allowed to marry, and the marriage of such persons should be dis- 
solved in the interest and well being of the human race. ‘The spiritual world 15 
advancing these lessons to mortals, and insisting upon the best pre-natal condi- 
tions for the development and advancement of a healthy race of human beings. 
Does the Christian church take up and discuss these all-important subjects? Is 
there a word uttered from a Christian pulpit in the land against the prevalent 
yet horrible crime of child murder by mothers who are too indolent, or perhaps 
to poor, to rear them properly? Can you find among spiritualists one person 
who does not know the enormity of the crime of murdering these little innocents 
before they have matured into consciousness? _ And is Mr. Talmage not aware 
that no crime is so prevalent in fashionable society, as that of child-murder, and 
that no spiritualist tolerates it? Does the Bible anywhere teach the great truth 
‘arned from the spiritual world, that at the moment of conception, a human 
bing is created, and that that little germ of life isa human soul, which must 
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live on, and forever? That the murderous hand which forces if unnaturally oy 

entails years of suffering upon that helpless innocent, which still must mạ 

and grow up a stunted being yet to stand face to fce with its unnatural p; 

in condemnation of this horrid sin, when that parent enters the spiritual worg 

with murder written on her brow. The Bible is silent : and Christian minis 

are ignorant of these Jaws; but spiritualists are not. and I am glad that I har 7 

the opportunity and courage to declare these great truths before so many peor lt, 
for there cometh a day when all that we have done will be open. and that day 
the day of our advent into spirit life. Shall spiritualism be judged and جوا‎ 
denined, because a few masculine females and feminine males, are riding bareback 

on some pet hobbies concerning affinities and domestic relations? Shall w 

judge Christianity by the Christians who use it as a cloak for their crimes? 

From the same Mosaic law that Mr. Talmage gets his authority to hang usa 
as witches, I give you a specimen of Bible morality, in the 24th chapter ro 
Deuteronomy : * When a man hath taken a wife and married ber, and It ec 
to pass that she find no favor in his eyes because he had found some uncleannes 
in her, let him write her a bill of divorcement, and give it in her hand, and se 
her out of his house, and when she is departed out of bis house, she may go an 
be another man’s wife.” 

That is making divorces easy, and, according to Mr. Talmage, God gave tha 
law directly to Moses. What a queer God you have got Mr. Talmage! The? 
chapter of the same book contains more relics of a barbarous age, which Mr, T 
mage accepts as coming directly from God. Would Mr. Talmage like Chris 
" ity to be judged by all of the short comings and sins of his clerical brethre ‘en? 
: so, it would have died out long ago. + 

Mr. Taimage ridicules the way the spirits manifests themselves to 1 mortals, 
condemns the darkness in which the manifestations occur. ** Why do 
occur in the light?” I answer, most of them do. Let me ask him a few q 
5 tions: What is darkness for? Does he recognize the part it plays in tl he: 

۱ - ings of nature? Where is the soul of Mr. Talmage ? Is it basking oe ve 
of his coat in the sunlight, or is it peeping through the windows ۱ 
body? Why was he gestated in darkness? Why is a tree roo ted 
From whence does it draw its strength ? Does he know the effect F 
matter? Does he realize that if there is a spirit body, it is 80 5 wy tha 
eyes cannot see it? that if that body can re-habilitate itself in ¿ ny vì isible for 

` matter, the laws governing the concentration of this matter must be 0 

. Why does he wear a hat? Is it not to protect his head a 
_ ong light and heat of the sun? Can he glare with his unprotec 
face of the sun? These questions are suggestive of the answers | tha 

er until Mr. Talmage can change the laws of nature, let t نا(‎ 

i rge which through nature and nature’s God control û‏ سوہ 
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lions of innocent persons have suffered death. and on the fair رر و‎ of old 
M saachusetts. my native State, rests the corroding stain of the feartu crimes 
commisted at Salem by bigoted fanatics under the authority of God Almighty, 
as found in this Bible of Mr. Talmage. Had he and others of his stamp the 
power, I firmly believe were Jesus the poor despised Nazarene whom Mr. Tal- 
mage professes 0 idolize so revereatly, to walk the streets of our city. as he did 
of old, going as do the spiritualists among the poor, and in the humble walks of 
life, setting at defiance these wicked laws of the Jews. they would place on his 
head a crown of thorns, spit in his face, and spike him to the cross, and expect 
God to approve the hellish deed ! 

When Mr. Talmage said, had he the power, he would ٠“ gather up all the raps 
ever given by spirits, blessed or damned, in one thundering rap of annihilation,” 
we know that out of the abundance of his heart his mouth spoke. 

Oh. my friends, when you go home to-night get out your old Bibles and read 
the whole of the 28th chapter of the book of Deuteronomy. consider what these 
priests pretended God would doif the people did not keepthe law. Among other 
things that God said are these abbreviated curses: ‘* But it shall come to pass if 
ye will not hearken unto the voice of the Lord thy God, to observe to do all His 
commandments and statutes, whith I command you this day, that all these 
curses shall come upon thee and overtake thee : cursed shalt thou be in the city, 
cursed in the field ; cursed in thy basket and in thy store. Cursed shall be the 
fruit of thy body, the fruit of thy land, the increase of thy kine and flocks. 
Cursed shait thou be when thou goest out and when thou comest in. The Lord 
shallsend upon thee cursings and vexations ; he shall make the pestilence cleave 
unto thee. He shall smite thee with with fever and inflammation and extreme 
burning. Thy carcass shall be meat for the fowls of the air. The Lord will 
smite thee with the botch of Egypt. with the emerods and scab, and with the 
itch, and thou canst not be healed. Thou shalt betroth a wife and another man 
shall lie with her. Thy sons and thy daughters shali be given unto another peo- 
ple. The Lord shall smite thee in the knee and in the hips with a sore botch 
that cannot be healed, from the soul of thy feet to the top of thy head. The ten- 
eer and delicate woman among you, which would not adventure to set the sole 
of her foot upon the ground for delicateness and tenderness, her eye shall be evil 
towards the husband of her bosom, and towards her son and towards her daugh- 
ter, and towards her young one, if thou wilt not observe to do all the words of 
this law that are written in this book, that thou may fear this Glorious and Fear- 
ful name the Lord thy God.” 

These. dear friends, are only a few of the fearful things, here threatened 
against the violations of the law. And this is Mr. Talmage’s ideal God! And from 
this book comes his authority to declare in “ thundering indignation of God Al- 
mighty ” against spiritualism, which sets men free from such damnable doe- 
trines If this is the true character of God Almighty, then I will hunt creation 
over to find the Devil that I may make friends with him, and secure any quar- 
ters at his disposal in the infernal regions. God bless Mr. Ingersoll for his noble 
work in delivering mankind from such tyranny ! These men to day are the task- 
masters over the people, levying tribute and a surrender of manhood as a condi- 
tion of salvation. Let us arise with renewed vigor and push forward the work of 
deliverance from religious thraldom. The angel world are crowding in upon us, 
exhorting us to be true to ourselves and the great God of this vast universe, 
whose voice is heard in all nature, and whose presence comprehends his vast do- 
mains, as well as the immense systems of worlds that roll arouad other central 
suns than ours. Let us study and learn all that can be known of the great In- 
finite who fills all space with life, and from the involution of whose over-soul is 
evolved all that lives and moves and has a being. Avoid a religion that teaches 
thata man may cheat, lie, steal and murder all day long, and one minute to 
twelve, midnight, he can cast the whole load of his crimes upon an innocent man 


and fly, an angel of light, into the arms of Jesus, while the victims of his crimes, 
whom he has taken unaware, are smoking and wailing in the burning lava of an 
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